
Kindergarten’s 
Back to School Night

Carl Sundahl Elementary
2021-2022

AM- Mrs. Ross and Ms. Jones
PM- Mrs. Fagan and Mrs. Yost 



We are so happy to begin a new school year together with 
your child. This will be a fun filled year of making new 
friends, learning many new things, and understanding new 
routines and procedures.

In order to help everyone understand the expectations in 
kindergarten, the following is an overview of the practices 
and procedures we have in place, so that all of our students 
can feel safe, confident, and productive in their new school. 
Please use this guide throughout the year to answer 
questions you may have. 

We are looking forward to working with you and your child. 
Together we can make a difference! 
 



● Kindergarten Schedules
○ AM Schedule: 7:52-11:13
○ PM Schedule: 11:17-2:38
○ Modified Schedule: 8:25-11:48

■ Modified days will occur throughout the year for field trips, 
and classroom and school events. Parents will be given 
advance notice of modified days.

● Snack/Lunch
○ Please pack your child a nutritious and heavy snack or lunch to 

be eaten during their recess break. Please make sure lunch 
boxes and water bottles are labeled with your child’s name.

●  Recess Duty
○ AM Recess is supervised by the PM teacher/aide and PM Recess 

is supervised by an AM teacher.  



 Language Arts
Benchmark- 10 Units

● Government and Citizenship
● Character
● Life Science
● Point of View
● Technology and Society
● Theme
● History and Culture
● Earth Science
● Economics
● Physical Science

Reading
SIPPS (Systematic Instruction in Phonological 
Awareness, Phonics, and Sight Words)

Social Studies
TCI- Social Studies Alive

Science
Amplify Science and Mystery Science

*Science and Social Studies are also embedded in the 
Benchmark program.

Math
Pearson Envision-16 Topics

● One to Five
● Comparing and Ordering Numbers 0 to 5
● Six to Ten
● Comparing and Ordering Numbers 0-10
● Numbers to 20
● Numbers to 100
● Understanding Addition
● Understanding Subtraction
● More Addition and Subtraction
● Composing Numbers 11 to 19
● Decomposing Numbers 11 to 19
● Measurement
● Sorting, Classifying, Counting and Categorizing 

Data
● Identifying and Describing Shapes
● Position and Location of Shapes
● Analyzing, Comparing, and Composing Shapes



Correct Letter/Number Formation

Writing is generally a very hands-on experience in the classroom. 
We will need parents to support correct pencil-to-paper writing at 
home. Helping your child with proper letter/number formation will 
make the process more effective.
● Start all letters and numbers with the pencil at the top and pull 

down (rather than starting with the pencil at the bottom and 
pushing up).

● Names are written with one capital letter at the beginning and 
the rest of the letters lowercase.

● Spacial awareness: two finger spaces between words when 
writing a sentence and consistent sizing of letters.

● Using the three lines to guide your letter/number formation (top 
solid line, middle dotted line, bottom solid line).



Correct Pencil Grip
Correct letter and number writing formation depends upon correct pencil grip. 
Teaching children now how to grip their pencil correctly will support fine motor skills 
and strengthen hand muscles. This will make writing easier and keep your child’s hand 
from getting fatigued as they progress through more advanced writing in school.



Continuum of Writing - What to Expect
Understand that all students begin kindergarten at different levels of writing skills. This 
graph demonstrates the common path from the scribble stage all the way through whole 
sentence writing. 



SIPPS Reading Program

Systematic instruction in all areas of phonics and phonemic 
awareness take place daily in our class. As each student masters 
letters, sounds, and blending, reading short vowels in text will take 
place of the phonics work. Your child will receive weekly practice to 
further classroom instruction. Reading instruction and story 
assignments will take place after letter names and sounds have been 
mastered.



● School-Wide Expectations
○ Be Respectful, Be Responsible, Be Safe, Be Friendly, Be 

Productive
○ Students will receive “Dazzling Dolphins” for demonstrating any 

of these expectations at school. Once a child receives 20 
“Dazzling Dolphins” they are rewarded with a certificate and 
special treat from Mr. Frankel. Students also have the chance to 
be chosen by their teacher to receive the “Dolphin 5 Award.” This 
award is given weekly to one child per class who exemplifies one 
of the five school-wide expectations.

● Classroom Behavior Management
○ We believe in promoting a positive, low risk and safe classroom 

environment. We have many positive behavior incentive systems 
incorporated in our classroom, such as a “Warm Fuzzy” jar, class 
celebrations, and a clip chart. 



We believe that Parent-Teacher communication is one of the most important aspects of your 
child’s education. We pride ourselves on a high level of communication, and believe that 
academic and social success improves through good communication.

● Carl Sundahl Information and School Wide Wednesday Folders
○ Every Wednesday, a folder will come home containing handouts on Sundahl 

information, classroom news, and student work. Please empty out the folder and have 
your child return it the next day (Thursday). 

● Monthly Classroom Newsletter
○ At the beginning of each month, a newsletter will be sent home in the Wednesday 

folder highlighting curriculum that we will be learning that month, as well as 
important dates and information. 

● ClassDOJO
○ ClassDojo is a school communication platform that teachers and families use to build 

close-knit communities by sharing what is going on in the classroom through photos 
and messages.

● Shutterfly Website
○ Our classes will have their own Shutterfly websites where parents can sign-up for 

volunteer opportunities and see photos of our class from fun events.



Report Cards and Conferences
● Parent-Teacher conferences are held in November where 

the first trimester report card is discussed during the 
conference. 

● Second trimester report cards will be sent home in 
February.

● Final report cards will be sent home on the last day of 
school.

● Informal conferences may be called at any time. 



Parties
● As of now, parents and visitors will not be allowed in the classroom. However, we will still 

continue to celebrate holidays and fun events with our kindergartners. 

Birthdays
● We love celebrating birthdays in our classrooms! Your child will receive a special birthday 

crown on their special day. 
● If you would like to invite classmates to your child’s birthday party, please use our Shutterfly 

websites or school directory to either send Evites or mail invitations. We will not pass out 
invitations in the classroom.

● We ask that children do not bring in birthday treats to celebrate their birthday. Instead we 
have the following ideas that your child can do for their classmates:

○ Bring in goodie bags filled with treats, slime, bubbles, glow sticks, playdough, toys, etc.
○ Donate a book to our classroom library.

Star  of the Week
● Every student will have the opportunity to be the “Star” for the week where they bring 

items from home to share and receive special class privileges. 
 

Field Trips
● We are uncertain at this time if field trips will be allowed this year. We usually enjoy 2 field 

trips and an in-class presentation, which is mostly covered by our generous PTA. 



● PE: Students will participate in Physical Education weekly with a PE 
teacher. Please have your child wear tennis shoes and 
shorts/leggings under dresses on PE days (schedule to be 
announced).

● Library: Once a week, students will attend library for story time with 
our librarian and the opportunity to check out a book. Please make 
note of your class library day, as books are due each week on this 
day. Children that do not return their book on time will not be 
allowed to check out a new book.

● iReady and Lexia: In class, we learn all about how to use the 
Chromebook, including familiarity with the keyboard and 
navigating the computer screen. Our district utilizes online 
resources called iReady and Lexia, which offers lessons tailored to 
your child’s individual needs. 



Drop-Off and Pick-Up Routines
● Drop-Off

○ For the first week of school, parents are welcome to walk their children to their 
kindergarten classroom. 

○ After the first week of school, students will line up outside of the double gate 
(located next to the kindergarten playground). At 7:52/11:17, the teachers will open 
the gate and walk students to their classroom. Parents must say goodbye to 
their children at the gate.

○ *If you arrive to school after the teacher has taken their class to the classroom, 
please go to the school office to receive a tardy slip. The office staff will then walk 
your child to class.

● Pick-Up
○ At 11:13/2:38 students will line up on the yellow line inside the kindergarten 

playground.
○ Parents will meet teachers at the single gate located next to the Student Care 

building. 
○ Parents will pick up their child from the yellow line and exit out the gate.



AM Teacher- Mrs. Kristina Ross
kdross@fcusd.org

AM Teacher- Ms. Jen Jones
jjones@fcusd.org

PM Teacher- Mrs. Jen Fagan
jfagan@fcusd.org

PM Teacher- Mrs. Jelene Yost
jyost@fcusd.org

Carl Sundahl Office
(916) 294-2425

mailto:kdross@fcusd.org
mailto:jjones@fcusd.org
mailto:jfagan@fcusd.org
mailto:jyost@fcusd.org


● Join us tomorrow at the Kindergarten 
Lemonade from 9:00-9:30 on the Kindergarten 
playground.

● Due to limited space, please only have one 
parent and their kindergartener attend the 
event. No siblings please.

● Parents and kindergartners will have the 
opportunity to mingle, have lemonade and a 
special treat.

● Teachers will invite students only into the 
classroom for a special storytime, masks are 
required.


